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principal shareholders, who are leading lights
in the social world in London, Birmingham,
and elsewhere, may be rehabilitated, white-
washed. This does not appear to me to be a
very kingly office."
An appeal to the King to make enquiries was
apparently successful. The royal visit to the
iron works was paid, but before it occurred the
moulders were all back at work.
A still more straightforward comment on the
use to which royalty was being put by
" the reactionary classes, anxious to break the
power of Democracy and weaken, and finally
destroy, the power of Parliament/3
was offered by Hardie when King George inter-
vened in the Irish Home Rule Bill dispute. The
Bill had been passed three times by the Commons,
three times rejected by the Lords. Ulster was
arming and drilling to resist it, if it became law.
Then the King called a conference at the Palace.
It seemed possible that by the combined weight
of Sovereign, Tory Party, House of Lords, and
Liberal Cabinet, the House of Commons might
be paralysed. This " new departure," as the
King himself called it, seemed to Hardie to be
" a challenge to Democracy," which was likely
to cause the Republican slogan to be heard, and
" a sloppy Liberalism along with a reactionary
Toryism to be swept before the indignant wrath
of an angry and enlightened people."